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EU CIVIL SOCIETY STATEMENT: EU climate policy in transport must not

cause irreversible environmental and social damage

To all EU Heads of State, EU Commissioners and members of Parliament

Biofuels were initially introduced as a green and climate-friendly alternative to fossil fuels in the

transport sector. Since then, an accumulation of scientific evidence has shown that expanding

biofuel production to meet the EU’s renewable energy target will cause substantial greenhouse-

gas emissions, damage biodiversity, exacerbate rural conflict and land grabbing in developing

countries, and impact food prices globally.

In particular, the increased demand for biofuel crops is pushing agriculture into previously

unfarmed land – often at the expense of forests, carbon rich peat-lands, and local communities –

causing the phenomenon known as 'indirect land use change'. Converting this land into fields and

plantations is emitting millions of tonnes of carbon into the atmosphere. Many scientific studies

show that when these emissions are factored in, most biofuels actually increase emissions

compared to fossil fuels.

Expansion of biofuels also contradicts other EU objectives, such as decreasing deforestation,

reducing hunger, and promoting human rights. New plantations often lead to disputes over land

rights in producer countries, destruction of habitats, and impacts on the availability and price of

food for the world’s most vulnerable societies.

Climate policies and national renewable energy action plans should be part of the solution – not

the problem, which is currently the case with biofuels.

There is an urgent obligation to amend EU laws and national plans to take into account the full

greenhouse-gas impacts of biofuels. We need an energy revolution in Europe that contributes to

real and substantial reductions in greenhouse-gas emissions without accelerating deforestation

and biodiversity loss or exacerbating social and resource conflicts in developing countries.

To this end, we call on the European Union and its Member States to:

Support legislative proposals counting for the full climate impact of biofuels – The

European Union must factor in known sources of unaccounted greenhouse-gas emissions for

biofuels. The current policy is inadequate, because it encourages biofuels that increase

greenhouse-gas emissions compared to fossil fuels. This can be done by including robust and

precautionary ‘factors’ that reflect emissions from indirect land use change.

Revisit and amend biofuel policies – Member states must eliminate support for biofuels that

increase greenhouse-gas emissions. Priority must be given to energy efficiency and renewable

electricity in trains and cars to contribute to the renewable target in transport. The sustainability of

national and European biofuel targets must be reviewed to reflect the reality of biofuel expansion

on total emissions, biodiversity and communities.

The EU must only accept biofuels that demonstrably reduce greenhouse-gas emissions,

pose no significant land-use issues, and do not risk social or conservation conflicts. For

this reason, the EU should introduce indirect land use change factors to fully acknowledge

all greenhouse gas emissions from its policies and bring forward an urgent review of the

sustainability impacts of expanding biofuel use.
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