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Climate change laws and executive policies in 1997

climate-laws.org



Climate change laws and executive policies in 2019 

climate-laws.org



Examples of framework laws on climate change, low carbon and 
climate resilient transitions

UK Climate Change Act 2008

Mexico "General Law on Climate Change" 2012 and Decree of 2018

France “Energy Transition Law” 2015

Malta “Climate Action Act” 2015 

Mexico "Energy Transition Law" 2015

Ireland Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015

Finland Climate Change Act 2016

Kenya Climate Change Act 2016

Ecuador "Organic Code on the Environment" 2017

Paraguay "National Law on Climate Change no. 5875" 2017

Sweden “Climate Change Act” 2017 

Norway “Climate Change Act” 2017

Peru "Framework Law no 30754 on Climate Change" 2018

France “Law on Energy and the Climate (Law N 2019-1147)” 2019



Why is it necessary to put a climate change framework into law? 

David Cameron
September  2005

David Cameron
November 2013

“Vote blue go 
green”

“We‘ve got to get rid 
of all the green crap“



Key strategic decisions in legislating on climate change

Positive narrative 
around benefits of 

the law and  creating 
political momentum 

Scope, specificity and 
level of flexibility 

versus policy 
prescription



Scientifically 
informed, long-term, 
whole-economy 
approach to 
policymaking

Case study: UK Climate Change Act



Carbon budgets







Inside the Committee

• Independent expert members, 
supported by a secretariat
– Members appointed by government
– Annual budget of ca £3.7m  

• High-profile chairman

• Clear statutory responsibilities
– Advice on carbon targets and 

resilience
– Annual progress report
– Possibility of ad hoc advice

• Adaptation has its own (Sub)-
Committee Source: Averchenkova, Fankhauser, Finnegan. 2018.

Note: Includes members of both the mitigation and adaptation committee

CCC members by background (number of people)



The central role of the Committee on Climate Change 

• Providing long-term credibility and outlook

• Ensuring evidence-based policy making: cited 5 times more in Parliament 
than the IPCC

• Monitoring government performance: statutory obligation to assess and 
report on progress

Source: Averchenkova, Fankhauser, Finnegan. The role and 
influence of the UK’s Committee on Climate Change, October 
2018.

A tangible impact on objectives (carbon targets), process (climate debate) and substance (policy)

Share of sittings where the Committee was mentioned 





Note: Series indexed to start at 100 in 1990. In 2016 UK GDP was £1.9 
tn and greenhouse gas emissions were 466 m tonnes of carbon dioxide 
equivalent. Source: CCC (2017a). 

UK-wide greenhouse gas emissions and GDP 

Emissions are down by >40% while GDP is 
up by ~70% since 1990 
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Thank you!
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